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National Day reception 
 

The National Day reception at the High Commission, 28 Aug, was 
attended by over 350 guests. The guests were received by H E 
Datuk Abd Aziz Mohammed and Datin Munah Abd Razak.    
   Among them were members of the diplomatic corps, officials 
from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and other government 
departments, captains of British industry, British journalists, 
members of the British Malaysia Society, British veterans and 
members of the Malaysian community.  
  The guests were served a variety of Malaysian food such as satay, 
nasi minyak, rendang, chicken kurma, curry puff etc. 
 

Photo: H E Datuk Abd Aziz Mohammed and Datin Munah Abd Razak 
welcoming one of the guests.  
 

 

Merdeka Carnival 
 

Over 3,000 people, Malaysians and 
locals, attended the annual Merdeka 
Carnival, organized by the 
Malaysian Community and the High 
Commission of Malaysia in 
conjunction with Malaysia's 51st 
Independence Day. The event was 
held at the Tun Abdul Razak 
Research Centre, Brickendonbury 
on 30 August. 
   The Carnival commenced with the 
flag raising ceremony and the 
singing of Negara Ku.  
   The guest of honour was Deputy 
Lieutenant, Hertford, Lady Joanne 
Staughton.     
Photo from left: Sir Christopher 
Staughton, HE Datuk Abd Aziz 
Mohammed, Lady Joanne Staughton, 
Datin Munah Abd Razak and Deputy 
High Commissioner, Mr Rustam 
Yahaya. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More than 70,000 people came to witness the Merdeka 
parade at Dataran Merdeka, Aug 31. Present were Yang di-
Pertuan Agong Tuanku Mizan Zainal Abidin, Raja 
Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Nur Zahirah, Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi and wife Datin Seri 
Jeanne Abdullah, and Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Seri 
Najib Razak and wife Datin Seri Rosmah Mansor. 
   The Merdeka celebration began at 8am with the arrival of 
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi and his 
wife, Datin Seri Jeanne Abdullah, in a Proton Persona 
electric car.  
   Five minutes later, Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Mizan 
Zainal Abidin and Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Nur 
Zahirah arrived.  
   Five Royal Malaysia Air Force aircraft flew by bearing the 
Jalur Gemilang as Negara Ku was played after the king 
inspected the guard of honour. 
   Some 6,000 participants began their show at Dataran 
Merdeka. The field turned into a human sea of red, white, 
yellow and blue, depicting the Jalur Gemilang.   
   At 9.10am, the parade began with the arrival of the 60-
member Royal Malay Regiment orchestra. 
   They were followed by 70 other contingents.  
   Similar Merdeka parades were held all over the country. 
 

At the stroke of midnight, Aug 30.  the country's Merdeka 
celebrations roared to a start as Malaysians came together at 
Dataran Merdeka to celebrate 51 years of independence. Led 
by Prime Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, the 
crowd of 5,000 as one roared "Merdeka!" seven times. 
   The Prime Minister was accompanied by his wife, Datin 
Seri Jeanne Abdullah, Unity, Culture and Heritage Minister 
Datuk Seri Shafie Apdal, International Trade and Industry 
Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin and Women, Family and 
Community Development Minister Datuk Dr Ng Yen Yen. 
   It was an eventful night, with performances that embodied 
everything Malaysian. The countdown to midnight, 
culminated in a 10-minute fireworks display.  
   Celebrations were also held at the Kuala Lumpur City 
Centre. It was officiated by Deputy Prime Minister Datuk 
Seri Najib Razak, accompanied by his wife Datin Seri 
Rosmah Mansor. 
  

 

Merdeka celebration in Kuala Lumpur 

Full text of Prime Minister’s National Day Address at High Commission’s website 

 

 
Participants of the National Day parade forming the motif for this 
year's celebration themed “Perpaduan Teras Kejayaan” (Unity, 
the Thrust of Success). A total of 16,433 people took part in the 
mammoth procession at Dataran Merdeka in Kuala Lumpur 
Sunday. - Picture by AZLINA ABDULLAH/The Star 
 

   Housing and Local Government Minister Datuk Ong 
Ka Chuan attended festivities in Bukit Bintang. 
   There were 25,000 people at Kuala Lumpur City 
Centre and 15,000 at the Bukit Bintang area watching 
the fireworks. 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Prime Minister calls for unity, 
harmony 
 
The true test of a country and its people is how its 
people react when the country is faced with trying times, 
said Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi in his 51st 
Merdeka Day Address, Aug 30. 
. He said a united people was the anchor that determined 
political stability, social harmony and economic 
resilience. 
   Abdullah noted that after the March 8 general election, 
the country had to deal with a food crisis and the fuel 
hike that caused the price of basic goods to  
rise as well as a higher inflation rate.  
   He said he was confident that the country was today on 
the right track to becoming a developed country, and 
that it would be able to compete and hold its own among 
other developed nations. 
   Abdullah also said that the world really respected and 
was in awe of Malaysia because not many countries in 
the world with such a mix of races could live together 
peacefully and harmoniously with  tolerance. 
   He nevertheless said the country still had a long way to 
go and there was still much that needed to be done. 
___________________________________________ 
Photo: Participants at the Merdeka Parade at Dataran 
Merdeka 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit Malaysia  
Celebrating 50 Years of 
Nationhood 
 

Malaysia My 2nd 
Home 
For details please view: 
www.mm2h.gov.my 
 

Foreigners who are married 
to Malaysians are not 
eligible for MM2H 
programme but may apply to 
stay in Malaysia under the 
Immigration department’s 
“Spouse Programme” with a 
Long Term Social Visit 
Pass.  
For details please view: 
http://www.imi.gov.my 
 
_________________________________________ 

Events UK 
World Sustainable Palm Oil 
Conference 
Palace Suite 
Royal Garden Hotel 
Kensington High Street 
London W8 4PT 
15 September 2008 
Time: 8.30am – 5.45pm 
Contacts: 
maxsay@asli.com.my 
kamalav@asli.com.my 
___________________________________________________ 

Trade and Investment Offices 
 

Malaysian External Trade 
Development Corporation 
(MATRADE) 
17 Curzon Street 
London W1J 5HR 
Tel: 020 7499 4644 / 5255 
E-mail: 
london@matrade.gov.my  
 

Malaysian Industrial 
Development Authority 
(MIDA) 
17 Curzon Street 
London W1J 5HR 
Tel: 020 7493 0616 
E-mail: 
midalon@btconnect.com 
 

For further information on  
Visit Malaysia, please contact: 
Tourism Malaysia 
57 Trafalgar Square 
London WC2N 5DU 
Tel: 020 7930 7932 
Links: 
www.tourismmalaysia.gov.my 

______________________________________________________________ 

Information Section 
Tel: 020 7919 0260 
E-mail: 
myinformation@btconnect.com 
 

The 2009 Budget 

 

The Immigration Department & Consular Office is open Monday to 
Friday between 0900am and 1200pm. 
Immigration Tel: 020 79190262/0263  /  Consular Tel:       020 7919 0251 
Should you need more information on Immigration and Consular matters, please 
visit the website at:   www.jimlondon.net  / E-mail: jimlondon@btconnect.com 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi (left) and his deputy Datuk Seri 
Najib Razak with the budget proposals for 2009 in Parliament, Aug 29.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THE Prime Minister unveiled a wide-ranging aid package for the people and 
businesses in his Budget 2009 aimed at enhancing the well-being of Malaysians. 
   With a proposed total allocation of RM207.9bil, which is 5.1% higher than 
2008, the Budget focuses on three strategies – to ensure the well-being of 
Malaysians, develop quality human capital and strengthen the nation’s resilience.   
The Budget’s incentives cover various groups including senior citizens,  
children, disabled persons and civil servants. 
   Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, who is also Finance Minister, said the 
Budget sought to strengthen the nation’s economic resilience to mitigate the 
adverse impact of an increasingly challenging external environment. 
   “Today, as we face a global environment of higher prices and slower economic 
growth, I am confident, if we remain united, we shall overcome these challenges,” 
he said in tabling the Budget in Parliament, 29 August. 
Abdullah said the Budget demonstrated that the Government was responsive to 
the people’s concerns. 
   One step to be taken to enhance the social safety net was to raise the eligibility criteria 
for welfare assistance from a monthly household income of RM400 to RM720 for the 
peninsula and RM830 and RM960 for Sarawak and Sabah respectively. 
   Pensioners who have served at least 25 years will receive pensions not less than RM720 
a month, effective Jan 1. 
   On public transport, RM35bil will be expended from 2009 to 2014 to improve its 
efficiency. Toll charges for all buses except those at border entry points will be cut by half 
for two years, effective Sept 15. 
   There was “sin” tax too with excise duty on cigarettes increased by three sen from 15 
sen per cigarette to 18 sen per cigarette. This means duty for a pack of 20 cigarettes is 
increased by 60 sen. 
 

(Full text can be downloaded at:  www.treasury.gov.my) 
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Merdeka celebration in London 

 

H E High Commissioner and Lady Joanne Staughton at the Tourism Malaysia 
booth. Datin Munah in the background. 

Section of the crowd enjoying the day at the Merdeka 
Carnival in Brickendonbury, in rural Hertfordshire. 

 

 
 

Photo: Foreground: Mr Azahari Ghazali, Assistant 
Immigration Attaché. Background from left: Mr Zahari Abdul 
Aziz, Immigration Attache and Mr Mohd Zuhari Mohd Nor, 
MIDA, Counsellor (Investment) 

HE High Commissioner at the Information Booth. Standing next to 
the High Commissioner is Mr Airul Azhar, Consular Officer and in 
the background Ms Nadzirah Osman, Counsellor. 

The main attractions at the Merdeka Carnival, Aug 30, 
were Malaysian food, cultural dances, art and crafts and 
exhibitions of products and services. Twenty six stalls 
provided a variety of Malaysian food and delicacies, 
including satay.  
   The cultural performances included different ethnic 
dances, martial arts demonstration – silat and other 
events, which showcased the many aspects of Malaysian 
life and traditions. Visitors also participated in games 
and competitions and a raffle to win attractive prizes, 
Including  return tickets to Malaysia. The on-going event   
 

for children was the telematches. 
   Golf, bowling, badminton and football were held prior to 
the carnival. 
   For the first time, the High Commission of Malaysia had 
an Information Booth at the Merdeka Carnival to share and 
disseminate information about the workings of the High 
Commission particularly on Immigration and Consular 
matters. 
 Links: www.jimlondon.net  
            More photos at: 
www.kln.gov.my/perwakilan/london 
          


